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I. Overview 

Type of Dental Assistant 

 

Source: “California 2020 Allowable and Prohibited Duties for Dental Assistants.” Dental 
Assisting National Board, Inc. 

 

1. Unlicensed Dental Assistant 

 

Source: “California 2020 Allowable and Prohibited Duties for Dental Assistants.” Dental 
Assisting National Board, Inc. 

According to the Dental Board of California, Unlicensed dental assistants are not licensed by the 
Dental Board of California (Board), but they are subject to certain laws governing their conduct. 
Section 1085 is the regulation governing the duties that unlicensed dental assistants are allowed 
to perform. Unless a specific duty is listed in that regulations, the dental assistant is NOT 
allowed to perform that duty. A dental assistant may only expose radiographs after successful 
completion of a board-approved radiation safety course. Dental assistants with certain experience 
or educational backgrounds may qualify to apply for Registered Dental Assistant 
(RDA) licensure 
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2. Registered Dental Assistant in California 

 

Source: “California 2020 Allowable and Prohibited Duties for Dental Assistants.” Dental 
Assisting National Board, Inc. 

 

3. Certified Dental Assistant (Source: San Joaquin Valley College) 

You don’t need to be certified to be a dental assistant. However, dental assistant 
certification can help you gain additional technical skills and advance your career. Most 
dental assistants who want to gain certification take the Certified Dental Assistant (CDA) 
examination from the nationally-recognized Dental Assisting National Board (DANB). 
According to DANB’s 2018-2019 Dental Assistants Salary and Satisfaction Survey, those 
with a CDA certification earned $2 more per hour than dental assistants without 
certification9. 

According to the DANB, the CDA exam consists of three components: General Chairside 
Assisting (GC), Radiation Health and Safety (RHS) and Infection Control (ICE)9. DANB 
also offers advanced certifications, such as the Certified Preventive Functions Dental 
Assistant (CPFDA) and Certified Restorative Functions Dental Assistant (CRFDA) 
certifications. 
 

Note: Certified Dental Assistant is not Registered Dental Assistant. In California, it seems like a 
Certified Dental Assistant is like an Unlicensed Dental Assistant with certifications. 
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Source: learn.org 

 

II. Job Postings in Stanislaus County 

Time period: July 2019 – June 2021 (2 years). Parameter: Dental Assistant Occupation 

1. Job Title 

Table II.1 shows that the need for RDA seems higher than the need for general DA in the 
considered period. Except for the job title “Registered Dental Assistants,” there is no designation 
for “unlicensed dental assistant” in the below job list. Therefore, we don’t know if the remaining 
jobs in the list required the Registration or not.  

The table also indicates that Registered Dental Assistants and Specialized Dental Assistants have 
higher Median Advertised Salary than the general Dental Assistants. 
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Figure II.1: Top job posting job titles for dental assistant occupation  
from July 2019 to June 2021 in Stanislaus County 

2. Qualification 

 

Figure II.2: Top job posting qualifications for dental assistant occupation  
from July 2019 to June 2021 in Stanislaus County 

 



 

 
6 

     

Table II.2 shows the top qualifications required in the job postings. 130 of the job posts required 
that the candidate had to be a Registered Dental Assistant. 24 asked for a radiology certification. 
Radiology is an addition certification that a dental assistant needs to earn whether he or she is 
licensed or not. 

 

Source: “California 2020 Allowable and Prohibited Duties for Dental Assistants.” Dental 
Assisting National Board, Inc. 

 

The third important qualification is Expanded Functions Dental Assistant. To perform expanded 
functions under the direct supervision of a licensed dentist in California, a dental assistant must 
be licensed as a Registered Dental Assistant in Extended Functions (RDAEF) 

 

Source: “California 2020 Allowable and Prohibited Duties for Dental Assistants.” Dental 
Assisting National Board, Inc. 
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III. Employment Trend 

Figure III.1 shows the employment trend, both historical and predictive, of Dental Assistant in 
Stanislaus County from 2015 to 2025. The demand for dental assistants is expected to increase 
steadily in the next 4 years. 

 

Figure III.1: Employment Trend of Dental Assistant Occupation in Stanislaus County  
 

Figure III.2 shows the median annual earnings of a dental assistant in Stanislaus County from 
2005 to 2020. The salary of dental assistants has the tendency to increase over time. 
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Figure III.2: Median Annual Earnings Trend of Dental Assistant Occupation 
 in Stanislaus County 
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